
David Binder Research 

6A Pt^e Streef, Susie 404 ■ Sofi Frarviiico, CalilioTiin 9i 102 
300-90573 30 - J 1 5^2 1 -7655 ' F; 4 1 5-^2 1 7663 ■ db^Mreh.eotn 



To: Democratic National Committee 

From: David Binder Research 

Date: September 10, 2009 

Re: Research JVlemo of J oint Session Address 



Research conducted with 49 voters in Tempe, Arizona, who watched President Obama's address to a 
joint session of Congress prove that the speech was effective at alleviating concerns of voters and 
impressing upon them that the President has a strong plan to reform health care. Even among those 
voters who held neutral or negative opinions of the President, substantial positive movement was 
shown as the proportion of these participants supporting the President's plan increased by nearly 40% 
after the speech. 

Further, in both the dial ratings and the post-speech discussion, participants indicated that they learned 
more specifics of the President's health reform plan, which, in many cases, countered false concerns or 
myths that they had heard about the proposal. 

The most strongly rated passages of the President's speech (with average ratings of 80 or above) break 
into three areas: 1) specific goals of reform (i.e. the specifics of the insurance industry reforms, 
increasing insurance industry accountability, and ensuring choice and competition); 2) the need for 
change now (i.e. the unacceptability of the status quo and that the time for bickering is over); and 3) the 
relationship between health care reform and American values. This language can be used by 
Democrats as the debate moves forward. 

SPECIFIC GOALS OF REFORM 

Insurance Industry Reforms 

• The highest sustained positive ratings in the speech, nearly 90 on the 0-100 scale, occurred as 
the President said, "Under this plan, it will be against the law for insurance companies to deny 
you coverage because of a pre-existing condition. As soon as I sign this bill, it will be against the 
law for insurance companies to drop your coverage when you get sick or water it down when 
you need it most. They will no longer be able to place some arbitrary cap on the amount of 
coverage you can receive in a given year or a lifetime. We will place a limit on how much you 
can be charged for out-of-pocket expenses, because in the United States of America, no one 
should go broke because they get sick. And insurance companies will be required to cover, with 
no extra charge, routine checkups and preventive care, like mammograms and colonoscopies - 



because there's no reason we shouldn't be catching diseases like breast cancer and colon cancer 
before they get worse. That makes sense, it saves money, and it saves lives. " 

Insurance Industry Accountability 

• "I have no interest in putting insurance companies out of business. They provide a legitimate 
service, and employ a lot of our friends and neighbors. I just want to hold them accountable." 

Increasing Choice and Competition 

• "It's time to give America the same opportunity that (Congress) has given themselves," and "My 
guiding principle is, and always has been, that consumers do better when there is choice and 
competition. " 

NEED FOR CHANGE NOW 

Unacceptability of the Status Quo 

• (After discussion of how a Texas' woman breast cancer doubled in size while her insurance 
company canceled her policy. ) "That is heart-breaking, it is wrong, and no one should be 
treated that way in the United States of America." 

End the Bicl<ering, It's Time for Action 

• "The time for bickering is over. The time for games has passed. Now is the season for action. 
Now is when we must bring the best ideas of both parties together, and show the American 
people that we can still do what we were sent here to do. Now is the time to deliver on health 
care." 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HEALTH CARE REFORM AND AMERICAN VALUES 

American Values 

• "That concern and regard for the plight of others is not a partisan feeling. It is not a Republican 
or a Democratic feeling. It, too, is part of the American character... A belief that in this country, 
hard work and responsibility should be rewarded by some measure of security and fair play; and 
an acknowledgement that sometimes government has to step in to help deliver on that 
promise." 
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